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INTRODUCTION 

Biblical Authority
While most evangelical Christians accept the Bible, as God's revealed and 
authoritative Word they may understand this from a worldview that is not necessarily 
a biblical world view. Often their view of scripture may be based on a view of 
knowledge that reflects the Enlightenment emphasis on rationality. This may lead to a 
strong doctrinal emphasis often resulting in on a rigid adherence to a specific creedal 
statement or a statement of belief. Often this may be accompanied by an inbuilt 
dualism which can relegate biblical truth to the “private area of life” with disastrous 
consequences. Despite the fact that over my lifetime I have written more than one 
statement of beliefs (from memory, at least five) my preferred statement of belief is 
that "I believe in the Bible as the revealed Word of God."  Among evangelical 
Christians there are many conflicting views about the authority of God’s Word and 
much debate whether the Bible can be regarded as inerrant. In fact, many evangelicals 
reject altogether the concept of inerrancy while others demand a legalistic 
interpretation of it. My own view on this question is that I understand that the Word 
of God as we have received it exactly what God intended us to have; it has been 
divinely inspired and preserved and thus is totally authoritative for us. However it 
must be understood and interpreted not in terms of a rationalistic view of knowledge, 
as data or as propositional truth (though it does contain that) but to be understood as a 
compilation of story, laws, ceremony, principles and pastoral advice based on eternal 
principles that come from God and lead us to faith in Him an d in His Son Jesus 
Christ.. Its truths are not on the whole intended as propositional truths to be 
legalistically interpreted and slavishly followed, as the Pharisees did in Jesus days, but 
rather as personal truth best understood in the teaching of Jesus and through the 
miraculous birth life, and death, resurrection, ascension and the return of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  
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The evangelical view of knowledge contrasts with today’s “post-modern” view of 
knowledge as a social or personal construct. Those with a post-modern view reject the 
concept that any writing could be authoritative or that any values could be absolute. 
And they tend to believe that how the reader understands the writing is of more 
importance than the author’s original intent. Constructivist thinking, however, 
provides valuable insights.  It helps us understand that much communication is best 
understood as “story” that helps us form our worldview. It also helps us to understand 
that people actually do construct a view of the world either as individuals or as part of 
a social group. If teachers understand how people construct reality as they grow from 
childhood to adulthood they will better understand of how children learn.  

However, Biblical Christians believe that God has revealed truth in the written record 
we call the Bible. If truth is revealed, it must be authoritative and capable of giving 
direction to the way we live. The debate among Christians on issues such as the 
ordination of homosexual pastors, the role of women in the Church, the right of the 
church to speak of moral absolutes and a range of similar issues is often made more 
difficult by differences in views about the authority and interpretation of Scriptures. 
The debates of two or three decades ago were over issues about inerrancy, but today 
the debates concern principles of interpretation or Hermeneutics. So it is not 
uncommon to find both sides of the debate over the ordination of women quoting 
Scripture as if it is authoritative.  The difference of opinion comes because of 
differences in the way the Scriptures are interpreted.  

The way a person understands and interprets the Bible will depend on his or her 
presuppositions. Those who understand the Bible from a literal viewpoint will happily 
apply proof texts to specific situations in culture without attempting to understand the 
range of meaning that the translators had to grapple with or the context in which the 
verse is set. However the literal viewpoint can be dangerous if it leads people to 
directly apply verses in a very different historical, social or linguistic setting without 
first coming to understand the meaning of the verse in its original context and 
principles that God is teaching through it. Jesus clearly had a high view of the 
authority of the scriptures yet he taught that it was not the observance of the letter of 
the law that was important but the understanding of the principle on which it is based. 
He said on more than one occasion "It was said of old ...but I say unto you". (Matthew 
5:21-22)  In saying this He was not denying the validity of the Scripture but was 
emphatically stating that there is a principle that stands behind the saying.  

Other people attempt to re-interpret the Bible into culturally acceptable forms. This 
approach also can be dangerous in that it may give authority to cultural norms rather 
than to God's Word and thus deny the authority of God who created culture. We need 
then to understand what the Bible in the Old and New Testaments has to say about 
social relationships in its context. We need to see the truth that has been revealed and 
the creation principles involved and to then apply the truths revealed to our situation 
today. 

CREATED FOR COMMUNITY 
God created men and women to live in relationship with each other and with Him. 
Thus, social relationships are a created part of man's existence. When God created 
humans He created them in relationship as male and female (Genesis 1:26-28). The 
Bible gives us deep insight into the eternal community when it records God saying 
"Let us make man in our image, in our likeness”.   The use of the plural pronouns 
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“us” and “our” imply God is triune and that the trinity involves community.  Since 
people are made in his image (Genesis 1:26-27) it follows that they also were made 
for community. It is also clear from the account in Genesis that God made them, male 
and female not only for reproductive reasons but to give companionship for each 
other and to provide a relationship in which children could grow up. Our need for 
social relationships influences our lives and actions just as surely as does the law of 
gravity influences all our physical actions. To deny the need for social relationships 
would be to deny that for which we were created.  

The very first lesson that man had to learn was that it is not good for the man to be 
alone (Genesis 2:18). The first man carried the genetic data for whole the human race. 
Once children were born and genetic differentiation took place, it was only as people 
acted and lived “in community” that a true representation of the image of God could 
be restored. This truth is reflected by Paul when he wrote of the Church as the Body 
of Christ (Ephesians 4: 12 and 5:23). 

The second lesson Adam had to learn was that he was incomplete without woman. 
Something was taken from man to form woman. It is only in marriage union that the 
two incomplete parts are put back together to form one flesh. It is clear that the Bible 
is here teaching the incompleteness of man without woman. This idea is rejected by 
post-modern feminism. Marriage is viewed in terms of a social contract between two 
autonomous individuals. The concept that a man (or a woman) is made complete in 
marriage does not mean that an unmarried person is less than a whole person; after all 
Jesus remained the perfect man and he was unmarried but the norm for human 
relationship that God created was the male-female union in marriage. Anyone who 
has ever run a committee knows that you have a much stronger, better-balanced 
committee if you have both male and female members on it. This suggests that, not 
only in marriage are man and woman again bonded together to form one flesh but it 
also men and women need each other in a broad spectrum of relationships. As well as 
his male colleagues Paul had his female fellow workers on whom he counted very 
much and Jesus had his female disciples to whom he gave time and attention (Luke 
10:38-41 and John 11 5-39). 

Malachi (Malachi 2:15), the prophet tells us why God made man and woman one. It 
was so that He might have Godly heritage. This highlights the importance of social 
relationships in God's sight. The man-woman union is not only a physical 
relationship; it is also a spiritual and social relationship. The Hebrew word for sexual 
intercourse meant ‘to know’. This speaks of the interconnection between the physical, 
the cognitive and the social aspects of our life. Women are co-regents with men and 
co-workers with men in their jointly given tasks of taking dominion (Genesis 1:26). 

All of this stands in strong contrast with post-modern views on the autonomy of the 
individual and the priority of self-fulfilment. Post-modernists people view marriage as 
a temporary state to be accepted only as long as it is self-fulfilling. Social 
relationships from a post-modern perspective are optional, to be valued while they 
add to one's enjoyment but under no circumstances to be endured if they do not 
directly contribute to the feelings of well-being of the individual. 

The Bible tells us that God created the first humans to live in fellowship with God 
(Genesis 2:15-19). The sin of Adam and Eve created a barrier to that fellowship 
which has been removed only by the death of Jesus Christ through whom we now 
have access to the Father (Hebrews 10:19-22). True human relationships can only be 
developed, as they should be, in the context of a relationship, with God. This is not to 
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state that non-Christians cannot have wonderful and significant relationships - but 
even the best of such relationships fall short of what God created for us and what we 
will one day enjoy in a new heaven and a new earth. The twin responsibilities of 
humans are described in the two commandments that Jesus brought together in the 
Great Commandment, love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and mind and 
your neighbour as yourself (Matthew 22:36-40). 

The Bible also teaches us that the effects of the Fall were very significant on our 
relationships (Genesis 3:6-19).  The woman sought independence from God and the 
man allowed his affection for his wife and his desire for autonomy from God to join 
with her in an act of disobedience and rebellion. Their sin brought its own judgement 
on their relationships as well as on their relationship with God.  Eve's judgment was 
that her desire would be for her husband who would rule over her. In Christ, the curse 
is removed and woman again can be co-regent with her husband though she is still 
instructed to submit to him as the Church does to Christ (Ephesians 5:22-33). Adam 
was under judgment because he failed to give leadership and instead was tempted to 
follow the suggestions of his wife. His judgment was that in future he would need to 
work by the sweat of his brow to support himself and his family, and he would do so 
in sorrow until he returned to the soil. In Christ, man is relieved of the judgment of 
death and futility but still needs to work to support his family. While still in the flesh 
we carry with it the weaknesses of the flesh. 

The terrible impact of sin soon wrought havoc on relationships between brothers 
(Genesis 4:8) and other people and eventually brought on the rebellious world the 
judgement of the flood in Noah's time (Genesis 6:5 and following). Following this 
God initiated a new epoch in which a person would be accountable to his or her 
fellows if blood were shed (Genesis 9:6).  Thus, in effect, government was instituted 
to protect man from his fellow man. The Bible recognises government as a God-given 
gift (Romans 13:1-7) to preserve society from anarchy. 

In Christian schools, students need to understand that God has established the 
institutions of marriage, the family, government and the Church as a basis for social 
life. God has established the basic norms by which these institutions operate. We need 
to model out and teach these relationships in all our social dealings with our students 
and not have our relationships governed by those, very imperfect models prescribed 
by our post-modern society. 

Implications of Old Testament Teaching 

We All Need Relationships 
Since God made us for relationships with Him and with each other, any break in these 
relationships is going to be damaging to the person and to society. The history of 
mankind has been marked by breaches in relationships between individuals and 
groups. Today it is no different, wars and massacres continue to occur because of the 
inability of different people groups to live together. Only a country whose leaders 
have such unbounded confidence in themselves, would set out to do what Australia's 
political leaders have undertaken: to make a multi-cultural community in a country 
where deep divisions already exist between the settlers and the indigenous people. 

If we want to have a strong society we must guard the family unit, which is the God-
given basis for society. The Bible tells us that the one flesh relationship that God 
creates in a marriage is given in order that God may have children who are a Godly 
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heritage (Malachi 2:15).  The prophet warns of the need to guard our spirit in order to 
protect our unity with our spouse. Breakdown in marriage starts with spiritual failure 
and then leads to acts such as lustful thoughts, looking lustfully at images or people, 
greed, envy, anger or self centred actions. Satan to attacks God's people by attempting 
to destroy the sanctity of marriage, breaking the unity that God gives in the one flesh 
relationship and by doing all he can to destroy unborn children or discouraging 
families from having children.  

In the days of Moses (Numbers 22-25), the prophet Balaam when he found he could 
not curse God's people to earn a reward for himself with king Balak, resorted to a 
crafty plan to undermine the moral and family basis of the society by encouraging the 
Moabites to make their temple prostitutes available to the Hebrew men. The 
consequent adultery and immorality destroyed the covenant relationship between God 
and his people and the covenant relationship between a man and his wife. The Bible 
refers to this as error of Balaam (See 2 Peter 29-16; Jude 11; Revelation 2:14).   We, 
and the children we teach, face even subtler and more refined temptation from the 21st 
Century version of the error of Balaam.  In our modern version the religion of 
materialism is inextricable linked with sexual immorality because sex is used to sell 
goods services and the media becomes the temple where the religion of materialism is 
mixed with sexual promiscuity. As a result the people of today are conditioned to a 
view of marriage as an outmoded convention. The Media teaches that the main 
purpose of sex is for personal pleasure and its contractual one flesh nature is almost 
totally ignored. Pornography, or mental prostitution, is the current version of the 
Moabite cult prostitutes. Many Christians read magazines, view movies and videos 
that are thinly disguised pornography and their imagination and their spirits are 
defiled because they have not guarded them adequately.(Malachi 2:16). Fantasy, 
which is a God given gift of imagination, is perverted and becomes a snare because 
Christians read, and view what they should not. Because of these influences many 
young people from Christian homes have very similar views of chastity and sex as do 
the heathen round about. The Christian school needs, with God's wisdom and 
guidance, to try to do something about this situation. 

New Testament Teaching On Relationships 

We Should Love Each Other and Live In Fellowship  
a. God's commandments that govern our relationships with others may be 
summed up in the commandment to love God and our fellow (Matthew 22:38-40). 

b.  Christ commanded his disciples to love one another (John 13:34-35), and if we 
do not obey this we do not love God (1 John 4:19-20).  

The Lord Wished Us to Live In Quality Relationships  
We see from the Apostle John, (1 John 1:3-10) that it is God's will for us to have 
fellowship with him but this is only realised by our fellowship with others. God is 
love and we are created for loving. This love is the basis of our fellowship. It is clear 
that what spoils this fellowship is darkness within us, which results in the sins we 
commit against God and others. The darkness (sin) within against God may be seen in 
materialism and self-centredness, in greed which is idolatry and unholy living.   The 
sins we commit against others include theft, assault, insult, and belittling, judging 
others, gossiping, adultery, leading others astray. We are to walk in the light - that is, 
our relationship should be transparent and open and if we sin we should confess our 
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sins to those we sin against as well as to our heavenly Father. When others sin against 
us we should forgive them. Jesus taught us how we should deal with problems that 
arise between us. He taught us that we must forgive others in the same was as we 
ourselves are forgiven (Matthew 18:15-35).   

Our Relationships to Others Must Be Governed by Love 
Pail writes about this to the Christians living in Corinth (1 Corinthians 13:4-8). How 
well does the love you have for your students match these criteria? 

 Love is patient, love is kind. 

 It does not envy, It does not boast,  

 It is not proud. It is not rude,  

 It is not self-seeking,  

 It is not easily angered,  

 It keeps no record of wrongs. 

 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  

 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

 Love never fails. 

We Are to Be Led by the Spirit Not by Self-Centred Desires 
We are to be led by the Holy Spirit. If we are, our lives will show the evidence of his 
indwelling presence. The fruit of the Spirit is to be demonstrated in harmonious 
human relationship (Galatians 5:22-23.) in love, patience, kindness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control. If we are not led by the Spirit we will be driven by our 
own human desires and our lives will show evidence of this. The fruit of the flesh 
majors on disharmony in relationship (Galatians 5:19-21): hatred, discord, jealousy, 
fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissension, factions and envy;  

Christ Is the Model for Our Relationships  
Our example is to be the Lord Jesus Christ who humbled himself to serve others 
(Philippians 2:1-7). As Christians, our relationships with each other are to be marked 
by love and unity and by a willingness to put the interests of the other before our own 
(Ephesians 4:1-6).  

The Early Church Community 
The early church initially lived in community in a remarkable way they shared 
together property, food and other necessities and many of them certainly lived 
together.  Like any community this brought its share of problems. Over time as the 
realities of the kingdom of God dawned and the disciples realised that then return of 
Jesus was not as imminent as they thought communal life changed, However, the 
principles of the early community still stand as an effective model for Christian life 
together. These are most clearly set out in Acts 2:42, They devoted themselves to the 
apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to (the) prayer. 
A commitment to these four emphases still forms the basis of any effective Christian 
community.  

1. The apostle’s teaching 
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The life and teaching of Jesus and what that meant was passed on by oral tradition 
by the Apostles to the members of the early church. Thus people memorised what 
Jesus did and taught. These memories form the basis of the four Gospels of the 
New Testament. In addition to this we also have the various applications of the 
teachings of Jesus in the letters of the New Testament.  These early Christians 
already had a thorough knowledge of what we call the Old testament Scriptures.  
All communities must be based on a “story” that is powerful and effective. For 
Christian communities this needs to be an understanding of and an application of 
the teachings of the Bible and in particular the New Testament. Church 
community is weak today because we lack a commitment to the story of Jesus as 
told in the Bible and in particular in the New Testament. We often know stories 
about Jesus and about the Old Testament Heroes without really understanding the 
story of Jesus as it unfolds in the Old and New Testament. 

2. The Fellowship 

The fellowship referred to the common life of the disciples and was marked by 
their willingness to share in each other’s lives, to help each other by sharing their 
possessions and meeting together around meals and in other social occasions.  In 
modern life fellowship is often restricted to a superficial friendliness and social 
chitchat for an hour or so a week.  If we are to develop true community we need 
commitment to the fellowship- to participating in a meaningful way in each 
other’s lives.  

3. The Breaking of Bread 

A regular part of their life together included worship and remembrance of Christ’s 
death through the breaking of bread together.  In such acts of worship we remind 
ourselves that Jesus is in the midst of us- it is only in such remembrances that a 
community can be truly Christian. Jesus said that where even two or three are 
together in His Name He would be there with them. (See Matthew 18:20. In the 
modern Church the breaking of Bread has been reduced to a symbolic act or to 
liturgy where too seldom do people see Jesus revealed in the breaking of the 
bread.  

4. The Prayers 

Communal prayer was a powerful and effective part of the communal life of the 
early Church and it still forms the basis of any effective Christian Community. 
Without a commitment to prayer together, the community is powerless and will be 
shallow and ineffective but a group of people who pray together, who pray for 
each other and who pray for the kingdom of God will become a strong and 
effective community of God’s people.  

The Biblical view of life in community stands in strong contrast to the modern 
Western emphasis on the individual and the immediate, so called nuclear, family 
(mum and/or dad and some children). When we read the New Testament the 
metaphors of the Church are corporal and not institutional, concepts like fellowship 
(sharing in or participation in) unity having all things in common are essential to a 
New Testament understanding of the Church. Australians today need to rediscover 
community and to practise it. Schools can contribute to this by developing genuine 
understandings of community and helping students to practice it. 
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THE LOSS OF COMMUNITY 
In the Western world, (and increasingly in the rest of the world too) there is a loss of 
community that creates a hollowness that undermines existence and leads to a feeling 
of insignificance, failure and depression.  The loss of community may be directly 
traced to the rise of secular humanism which itself was a direct result of the 
movement of thought called “the Enlightenment”.  Toward the end of the 19th 
Century people influenced by “Enlightenment thinking,” started to dream of a society 
that could be superior to anything experienced before, as people used reason, science 
and technology to solve the problems that had bedevilled the world for centuries; in 
fact since the sin of Adam and Eve (Genesis 3).  Secular humanism rejected 
supernatural explanations in favour of “reason” and sought to remove God and His 
values from education.  However, the emphasis on the individual and the belief that 
with proper education a person could reach moral autonomy not only undermined the 
value structure of western civilization with relative values, it also led to the loss of 
any sense of true community.  People today are just becoming aware of how much 
they have lost because of the emphasis on secular individualism.  A recent study 
“Hardwired to Connect –The New Scientific Case for Authoritative Communities” 
(2003 Page 5) found that there is a crisis of American childhood marked by mental 
and behavioural problems including “depression anxiety, attention deficit, conduct 
disorders, thoughts of suicide and other serious mental, emotional and behavioural 
problems” that the study believes is caused to a large measure by a “lack of 
connectedness” which was defined as “close connections to other people, and deep 
connections to moral and spiritual meaning.” The answer the group proposed is to 
form Authoritative Communities; “groups of people who are committed to one 
another over time and who model; and pass on at least part of what it means to be a 
good person and live a good life.  Renewing and building them is the key to 
improving the lives of US children and adolescents.” Modern research is thus just 
rediscovering what the Bible has always taught about human beings and their need for 
relationships and godly values.  The proposal to renew and build these authoritative 
communities is in fact another way of saying we need to build Christian schools that 
are Christian learning communities.   

The Ten Main Characteristics of an Authoritative Community 
Here's the definition: As an ideal type, an authoritative community (or authoritative 
social institution) has ten main characteristics: 

1. It is a social institution that includes children and youth. 
2. It treats children as ends in themselves. 
3. It is warm and nurturing. 
4. It establishes clear limits and expectations. 
5. The core of its work is performed largely by non-specialists. 
6. It is multi-generational. 
7. It has a long-term focus. 
8. It reflects and transmits a shared understanding of what it means to be a good 

person. 
9. It encourages spiritual and religious development. 
10. It is philosophically oriented to the equal dignity of all persons and to the 

principle of love of neighbor. 
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“Hardwired to Connect –The New Scientific Case for Authoritative Communities” 
(2003 Page 34) 

Made for Relationship 
Since God made us for relationships with Him and with each other, any break in these 
relationships is going to be damaging to the person and to society.  The history of 
mankind has been marked by breaches in relationships between individuals and 
groups.  Today it is no different! On the international scene wars and massacres 
continue to occur on a horrifying scale because of the inability of different people 
groups to live together.  At a national level our society is also breaking down as godly 
values are abandoned under the powerful influence of the media, as Satan attacks the 
integrity of godly values through images that enter the home through the TV and 
video and even into the bedrooms of the children through the internet.    
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